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President’s Report 

 June, 2011                                             Debbie Campbell,  Editor                                             

Dear Parents, Teachers and  

Students, 
  

 Well, this is our last 

newsletter of the school year.  I 

have to thank the faculty, staff 

and administration of the high 

school for their constant sup-

port.  Whenever the PTSA 

needed help or guidance, the 

high school was there to make 

sure we were successful.  We 

have enjoyed working with eve-

ryone and look forward to next 

year. 

 I also have to thank the 

SHS PTSA Executive Board 

and our general volunteers.  

What an incredible group of 

people.  We accomplished so 

much this year – Race to No-

where, the First Book Fair, the 

District Attorney Internet Safety 

Program, Drivers Safety, etc.  

We have a very dynamic group 

of volunteers and they all do an 

amazing job.  It doesn’t matter 

what the job is, whether it be 

welcoming hundreds of  

freshman at orientation or 

packing hundreds of bags for 

the clothing fundraiser; they 

do it with  

enthusiasm and joy. 

 I have to thank Sarah 

Franchino and the Environ-

mental Sciences students.  The 

PTSA was able to fund two 

very impressive ―green pro-

jects‖ presented by the stu-

dents.  We know that the pro-

jects are in the first stages, but 

we can’t wait to see the final 

results. 

 On behalf of the PTSA, 

I would like to congratulate 

our graduating seniors.  We 

wish every one of them much 

success but more importantly, 

much happiness in their future 

pursuits.  Best of luck Class of 

2011!!! 

 

See you in September!!! 

 

Linda Morgante 

SHS PTSA President 

Support All  
Somers 

PTA Units 
We have added a ―Direct 

Donation Button‖ to the  

Somers PTA Council web-

site.  Please follow this 

link:  http://

somersptacouncil.org/

COUNCIL/HOME.htm to 

the Council Website, and 

click on this icon:   You 

will be taken to NY Chari-

ties.org where you can 

make a contribution of any 

amount to support the ef-

forts of all the Somers PTA 

Units.  100% of your dona-

tion goes to supporting the 

events and programs spon-

sored by the   

Somers PTA Units.  Please 

give what you can. 

Thank you in advance for 

your support!! 

 

 

http://somersptacouncil.org/COUNCIL/HOME.htm
http://somersptacouncil.org/COUNCIL/HOME.htm
http://somersptacouncil.org/COUNCIL/HOME.htm
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Kudos to….. 
 

Christopher Pietris and his Physics classes who are emailing Astronaut Ron Garan while he is 

in space aboard the International Space Station.  Astronaut Garan spoke at our high school sever-

al years ago as a guest of Tony DeMatteo, his former coach. 

Savannah Davanzo and Ruina Zhang, students of Allison Ferrier for awards they received for 

their poetry.  Both submitted pieces to the Olaf Palm Peace Poetry Competition.  Ruina submit-

ted her poem both in English and in Chinese. 

Brian Hugick, Earth Science teacher, who was accepted to the highly competitive NASA/

Clarkson University Global Climate Exchange Workshop this summer.  

Simon Zheng  who qualified for the 2nd Annual USA Junior Math Olympiad.  Simon qualified 

for this honor because of his outstanding score in the 2011 American Math Competition. 

Jemmin Chang and Alicia Wu who were accepted to the New York Summer School for the 

Arts.  Jemmin and Alicia will be joining the Philadelphia Orchestra at the Saratoga Center for the 

Performing Arts this summer.  This is the first time a Somers student has been accepted for this 

honor, and this year we have two! 

Michelle Battipaglia who was named the Anthony Sabella Scholarship winner through the Con 

Edison Awards Program.  Michelle competed against other scholar athletes from Westchester 

and Putnam Counties to win this scholarship. 

The Habitat for Humanity Club that raised over $1,000 to help install solar panels on a home 

currently being built in Putnam Lake.  Many of the club members helped work on the build as 

well as fundraising for this worthy project. 

Sue Reilly and the 2010 Yearbook Staff for special recognition by Herff Jones for an outstanding 

2010 Yearbook. 
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Senior Accomplishments 
 

                                                                     Michael R. Alfonzetti  
 

Somers High School Graduating Senior 
College:  Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute. 

Prospective Major: Mechanical Engineering/Aerospace Engineering 

 

Michael began his career with the Boy Scouts of America as a Cub Scout during first grade in 1999. He 

crossed over as an advanced Webelo from Cub Scouts into Boy Scouts in fifth grade in March of 2005. 

He became an Eagle Scout on December 16, 2011. 

 

Eagle Scout Project: 

Built a thirty foot long boardwalk on a hiking trail at Muscoot Farm, a Westchester County park located 

in Somers NY. 

Approval of proposed project  obtained from: 

BSA Eagle Scout Project Council Roundtable 

Mrs. Susan Moga Muscoot Farm Manager 

                                                                     James Ryan Graff  
 

Somers High School Graduating Senior June 23, 2011 

Employed ï YMCA, the after school program 

College ï York College of Pennsylvania, Prospective Major: Psychology 

 

James has been a member of the Westchester Putnam Council BSA since joining Cub Scouts as 

a Tiger Cub in September of 1999. He received his Arrow of Light and crossed over into Boy 

Scouts on March 7, 2004.  James has been an active member of Troop 228 and Venture Crew 

1104.   

 

Eagle Scout Project: 

Created a gutter and rain barrel system to an existing structure at Angle Fly Preserve and in  

addition built an information kiosk, to benefit the Somers community. 

Approval of project obtained from: 

Mr. Robert Mac Greggor, Angle Fly Preserve Director of Operations 

Mr. Tony West, Westchester Putnam Council BSA Muscoot District Advancement Chairman 
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Senior Accomplishments 
 

Michael Patrick Hurson  
 

Somers High School Graduating Senior 
College—SUNY Geneseo. Prospective Major: History 

 

Michael began his career with the Boy Scouts of America as a Cub Scout in first grade in 1999. 

He crossed over as a Webelos from Cub Scouts into Boy Scouts in fifth grade in March of 2004. 

He became an Eagle Scout in Spring 2011. 

 

Eagle Scout Project: 

Built two log and plank bridges over two rivulets to increase safety on Somers Intermediate 

School hiking trails. 

Approval of proposed project  obtained from: 

BSA Eagle Scout Project Council Roundtable 

Mr. Griffiths, Principal of Somers Intermediate School 

DEP 

Superintendent of Somers 

                                                                     Nicholas William Hershfield  
 

Somers High School Graduating Senior  

 

Nicholas William Hershfield started his journey in Scouting as a Tiger Cub when he was only 5 

years old.  Little did he know at that time that he would set his goals high, pursue a passion and 

eventually be among the elite in Scouting; an Eagle Scout. 

 

Eagle Scout Project: 

Nicholas’ project was for The Westchester Exceptional Children’s School; a school that helps 

children with special needs between the ages of 5 through 21.  The staff at the school prepares 

the children to go and live life to their own personal potential.   

 

The Westchester Exceptional Children’s School was in need of a new recreational swing set area 

for the over 90 students at the school to stay active and physically fit.  The project consisted of 

clearing and preparing the designated area of land for 2 swing sets which involved removing all 

of the grass and removing a 10 inch layer of soil.  In addition, 2 swing sets were fully assem-

bled.  To support the swings, 8 concrete footings were poured for the 2 swing sets respectively.  

The swing sets are surrounded by engineered wood fibers in a 40 x 36 area.  Also a bench was 

built and added right outside of the swing set area for the teachers and students to sit and watch 

the students.  These swing sets will help the children at WEC stay active and be able to enjoy the 

outdoors.   
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Countdown to Commencement 2011 

 

Senior Class Trip to New Roc City, Leave 7am, return 2pm 

 

Senior Exhibition and Convocation Program, Cafeteria 6pm, 

Program 7pm - Students receiving awards will receive  

invitations 

 

All Library Fines/Book Fees, Cafeteria debts, etc. due - All 

fines must be paid in order to get cap & gown after rehearsal 

 

Class periods 1 and 2, Senior Breakfast sponsored by PTSA  

periods 3 & 4 - This is the last day of classes for Seniors 

 

Senior Prom—The Amber Room, Danbury CT, 7pm - 12am 

 

School and Regents Exams (no senior exams Monday June 

13th) 

 

Graduation Rehearsal, 9am, Auditorium and Primrose Field 

 

Caps & Gowns distribution after rehearsal - SHS Commons.  

** Caps & Gowns will not go to anyone still owing book fees 

or other obligations 

 

Graduation Day!  Seniors arrive at SHS at 3:45pm (sharp!), 

SHS Gym, then Auditorium.  Commencement Ceremony  

begins at 5pm Primrose Field 
 

 

Tuesday, June 7th 

 

Tuesday, June 7th 

 

 

 

Wednesday, June 8th 

 

 

Thursday, June 9th 

 

 

Thursday, June 9th 

 

Tuesday, June 14th- 

 Wednesday, June 22nd 

 

Tuesday, June 21st 

 

Tuesday, June 21st 

 

 

 

Wednesday, June 22nd 
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“Drowsy Chaperone” Gets Theater Nominations 
 

 
(Photo courtesy of www.4sonsphotography.com) 

  

 Congratulations to the entire cast and crew of the Somers High School spring musical "The 

Drowsy Chaperone"!!   

 Under the direction of Ms. Ann Ferraro the production has been nominated by the 2011  

Metropolitan High School Theater Awards.   Nominations include:   

ß Outstanding Duet:  Tom Oliverio ("Robert") and Ricky Hvisch ("George") 

ß Outstanding Comic Performance:  Emma Klipstein ("Kitty") 

ß Outstanding Lighting Achievement:  Mr. Bob Geronimo and Dominick Belmont 

ß Outstanding Choreography:  Ms. Linda Duci 

 The awards, "created in 1998 to shine a spotlight on the exceptional musical theater produc-

tions, talented actors and actresses and devoted creative teams in high schools" in Westchester, 

Rockland and Bergen Counties, took place at the Paramount Center for the Arts on June 6th.   

While none of our SHS students received awards, it was a wonderful experience just to be nomi-

nated and to participate in the Emmy-like awards ceremony. 

Cherlyne Pappas who visited WCC and went through an intensive tour of their facilities and programs  

The Fashion and Textile Arts Club’s  
Annual Fashion Show 

 

The Somers High School’s annual fashion show took place on Monday, June 6th.  It was hosted by the 

Fashion and Textile Arts Club. Students of the Fashion Marketplace class displayed their original de-

signs, inspired by  

current British trends and designers. Somers High School alum, class of 2008, Taryn Winters was the 

emcee of the show, while Yorktown’s Pure Salon owner and SHS alum designed the hair and makeup 

for each model. It was a wonderful evening, giving the students the opportunity to display their year’s 

worth of hard work! 

http://northernwestchester.lohudblogs.com/2011/05/26/drowsy-chaperone-gets-theater-nomination/
http://northernwestchester.lohudblogs.com/files/2011/05/Drowsy-Cast.jpg
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College Visits 
 

Cherlyne Pappas recently visited the following colleges & universities. 
 

Westchester Community College  
ß Some of the new majors which have been recently added include Veterinary Technician, Environmental 

Science, and Environmental Studies. 

ß This year, fashion students will be traveling to Paris for a study abroad program (last year they visited 

Rome). 

ß Renovations on the Student Center will begin next year and will include a brand new student cafeteria and 

a much larger restaurant for the Culinary Arts and Management students. 

ß The Gateway Center is the newest building on the WCC campus and reflects the college’s commitment to 

environmental responsibility and sustainability.  It houses business, fashion, language, volunteer, and inter-

national student programs.  There is also a new café on the ground floor, serving paninis and Starbucks 

coffee! 

ß WCC is beginning to enforce its new smoke-free campus rules, which will be fully instated next year. 

ß All students have the opportunity to take advantage of Connections – The Faculty/Student Mentoring Pro-

gram.    This program allows students to develop a relationship with a faculty/staff member who will be-

come both a mentor and advocate for their student and can address academic, career, and personal issues. 

ß Students with a GPA of 3.25 or higher can check out the benefits and opportunities offered through the 

Honors Program.  They can choose from over a dozen honors courses each semester and study in a small 

class environment (each class is limited to 18 students). 

ß WCC offers many support services, which are designed to meet individual needs.  The Services for Stu-

dents with Disabilities office will advocate for students and ensure physical and programmatic success. 

ß The Tutorial Center offers tutoring in a variety of subjects and hosts workshops focusing on many areas of 

interest including Math, Writing, Science, and Study Skills. 

 

Monmouth University 

ß Woodrow Wilson Hall is the administrative center of the University; 

some classes are also held in this historic building.  Once used as the 

summer home of President Woodrow Wilson during the campaign of 

1916, WW Hall has been featured in many print ads and television com-

mercials; in 1980 it served as the setting for the film Annie. 

ß The Tutoring Center provides free individual and group tutoring ses-

sions to all Monmouth students.  They also offer a variety of workshops on topics including text-book 

reading strategies, test-taking skills, and time management. 

ß The Department of Disabilities provides both academic and social services which enable students to meet 

success on the university level.  This department works in collaboration with faculty members and other 

skills/support centers on campus. 

ß The Center for Student Success is the hub of a comprehensive, integrated advising system that provides 

academic and career counseling for all students at Monmouth University.  Career counseling, resources, 

and workshops are provided.  Annual programs include fall and spring job fairs.  Alumni are always wel-

come! 

ß The Outlook, Monmouth’s student-run newspaper, was named as the best in the country. 

Continued on next page          

Cherlyne Pappas who visited WCC and went through an intensive tour of their facilities and programs  
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College Visits (continued) 
 

Monmouth University (continued) 

ß Monmouth is located in a small beach town.  Freshmen are guaranteed housing, though it is not unusual to 

find many students renting out beach homes in proximity to the campus. 

ß Some study abroad options include Spain, Italy, England, Australia, and the Disney Program.  Students can 

opt for a summer or a semester. 

ß Class size is kept to 35 or less. 

ß There are 4500 undergraduate students and 2000 graduate students. 

ß 85% of all students receive some type of financial aid.  Students are automatically reviewed for merit 

scholarships.  87% of students receive some type of merit award ranging from $3000 to $15,000 a year.  

The award will go up as the student’s GPA goes up! 

ß Division 1 athletics. 

ß Located 5 minutes from the train station and a 1 hour train ride to New York City.  This location allows 

students to take advantage of internships, job opportunities, and cultural excursions. 

Fairleigh Dickinson University 

ß The Fairleigh campuses include the Rutherford Campus, the College at 

Florham (Madison Campus), the Metropolitan Campus, and the  

 Wroxton Campus. 

ß Wroxton is the international campus located in England, students from 

all majors may attend.  Theater majors are required to attend and study 

with the Royal Shakespeare Theater Company. 

ß The historical mansion, a former Vanderbilt family home, is now  

 bustling with campus activity and is an intricate part of the College at    

      Florham.  This was also the setting for the film A Beautiful Mind. 

ß The Metropolitan campus is made up of most commuters and has a big city feel to it. 

ß The new pharmacy school will begin admitting students in the fall of 2012. 

ß All Fairleigh students will take 4 distance-learning classes with the Global Virtual Faculty, participating 

faculty members from around the world. 

ß Marine biology majors travel to Vancouver for whale watching excursions. 

ß Fairleigh students will participate in international internships and can choose from 90+ countries. 

ß Some options for summer abroad programs include Japan, Costa Rica, Peru, and Italy. 

ß The University Honors Program recognizes students of high academic achievement and talent and features 

advanced honors sections of the University Core curriculum as well as a variety of other honors-level  

studies. 

ß The Regional Center for Students with Learning Disabilities helps to provide accommodations and tech-

nical support to students.  They offer career and personal counseling, as well as, a variety of workshops 

focusing on skill development.  College bound students can check out the Summer Experience Program, 

designed for graduating high school students and rising seniors who want exposure to college-prep skills. 

ß Wednesdays are kept as class-free days, which allow students the time for internships, clubs, jobs, volun-

teer work, and other activities.  The campus is also very active on the weekends. 

ß Division 3 athletics (Division 1 on the Metropolitan campus). 

ß Students are automatically evaluated for merit scholarships at the time of their application (with a January 

15th deadline); awards can range from $3500 to $24,000 a year. 

Continued on next page  
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College Visits (continued) 
 

Rider University  

ß Located 1 hour from both New York City and Philadelphia, Rider stu-

dents are encouraged to take advantage of internship, career, and edu-

cational opportunities. 

ß The 4 colleges with Rider are the College of Business Administration, 

the College of Liberal Arts, Education, and Sciences, Westminster 

College of the Arts, and the College of Continuing Studies. 

ß Both the business and accounting programs are accredited by AACSB 

International - the Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Busi-

ness. 

ß The Westminster College of the Arts is located nearby on the Princeton University Campus. 

ß Rider as invested nearly $100 million in campus improvements since 2004 including an expanded theater, 

new student recreation center, new turf field, 3 new residences, and 2 new dining halls. 

ß There are over 60 undergraduate programs available. 

ß All minors are open to all students regardless of major. 

ß The GLASS (General Liberal Arts and Sciences Students; undeclared major) Peer-to-Peer Mentor Program 

connects entering freshmen with successful and experienced upper level students to assist them in their 

transition to Rider.  Mentors will provide social, academic, and procedural guidance to their mentees. 

ß All freshman students receive a faculty advisor, which will follow them for 4 years. 

ß This year alone there will 200 undeclared incoming students. 

ß Students are always welcome to participate in the Class Visitation Program; they can sign up online to ex-

perience a major by visiting an upper level course. 

ß The Office of Career Services assists both students and alumni in job search, resume writing, and skill 

building.  Counselors will guide students through career inventories, choosing majors, and obtaining in-

ternships.  They host a variety of job fairs and etiquette luncheons/dinners. 

ß The Student Success Center offers free tutoring to all Rider students and is staffed by peer and professional 

tutors through their internationally certified tutor training program. Some of the workshops include time 

management, how to form study groups, and knowing your learning style. 

ß Services for Students with Disabilities will ensure that students receive the accommodations and supports 

they are in need of.  They will consult with faculty and staff and assist with academic adjustments. 

ß 93% of all Rider students receive some type of financial aid. 

ß There are a variety of freshman scholarships offered. 

ß Division 1 athletics. 

 

Rutgers, State University of New Jersey 

ß Rutgers is made of up of 3 campuses; New Brunswick, Newark, and 

Camden. 

ß Rutgers has their own bus system which continuously transports 

students throughout the 3 campuses all day. 

ß Students may live on different campuses each year and may have 

classes at each campus. 

ß Rutgers has over 58,000 students, which includes 42,300 undergrad-

uates and 14,500 graduate students. 

Continued on next page 
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College Visits (continued) 
 

Rutgers, State University of New Jersey  (continued) 

ß There are 27 schools and colleges at Rutgers; some include the College of Nursing, School of Business, 

School of Arts and Sciences, and the School of Pharmacy (the only one in New Jersey). 

ß More than 100 major fields of studies are available. 

ß Rutgers Health Services incorporate both medical and mental health care ranging from vaccinations to 

confidential counseling sessions.  Their network of professionals will also assist students with the transi-

tion to college life. 

ß Rutgers is the only public New Jersey university in the Association of American Universities (AAU), a 

group comprising North America’s 62 leading research universities. 

ß All students have the opportunity to become a Rutgers student researcher where they may have the chance 

to assist a favorite professor with a groundbreaking research project, lead a student-run team engineering 

an invention, or conduct an independent investigation of a mystery. 

ß All students are evaluated for the variety of first-year scholarships offered. 

ß The Office of Disability Services for Students provides accommodations and modifications for students 

including accessible classrooms, course aids, and housing adjustments. 

ß Student Support Services offer tutoring, career/academic guidance, and educational workshops to qualify-

ing students. 

ß There are 3 Writing Centers within Rutgers and offer tutoring for students enrolled in Writing Program 

classes. 

ß Division 1 athletics 

Social Studies 
 

The Alpha & The Omega 
    Beginnings, endings and new vistas for members of the Social Studies Dept., students, teachers and administra-

tors this year.  More about that later. 

 

                                       Winning... 

    The Somers Holocaust Memorial Commission had a student contest to commemorate the Shoah and/or other 

instances of human rights violations.  Our coordinator this year was Dean Schuler who worked diligently to in-

volve students.  Students who won were: 1st place,  Meghan Walsh & Ruina Zhang for their amazing 

"Humanity" 3D display;  2nd place was Analisa Aste for her "Unfold My Secrets" original song and artwork;  3rd 

place was Samara Prywes for Cambodia - a website with a student made movie; and Honorable Mention went to 

Sarina Callan for her Multimedia Holocaust images with music.   We are of the opinion that all the students who 

entered the contest are winners because they understand the horrors of genocide. 

  

                              Historical Genocide 

   The Global History & Geography Team presented an historical film for the whole 10th grade class.  We have 

screened "Gandhi", "Stalin", "Schindler's List" and this year we once again showed "Hotel Rwanda" about the 

1994 genocide from Rwandan Hutus.  Students were provided a learning packet to enrich their authen-

tic knowledge about the events. The following students assisted in lighting, sound and all around crew work: Tim 

Neggie (his 2nd year), Michael Donovan, and my student Patrik Landor.    

 Continued on next page 
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Social Studies (continued) 
  

   The GH&G10 teachers who organized the day, the learning packet and concerted effort were Amelia Banino, 

Chris Kollarus, Dean Schuler, Brenda O'Shea and me.  Our grateful thanks for ancillary help from Phil Camp-

bell, Brian Hunt, Anthony DeMatteo, Helen Morvillo, Roz Cassidy & Barbara Haggerty and the terrific cus-

todian staff under the leadership of Gene Mackey. 

  

                    Multi-Dimensional Intercultural Learning 

    Michelle Badia and Lisa Siano, Dept. Leader in the Language Dept., took students to Carnegie Hall once 

again to hear the Music of Mexico to see an ensemble of artists play.  This is part of the Global Encounters pro-

gram that integrates the study of world music into Social Studies, English, Language and music classrooms. 

      

                                The Wall Street Shuffle 

   Joseph Moore's Wall Street trip brought the A.P. Economics students to his now famous excursion for students 

to understand the intricacies of investments on the "walled" street built by the Dutch in the 17th century to keep 

out the English.  Mr. Moore conceived this trip a few years back as an adjunct to the Economics and Economic 

Decision-Making 12 course. Chris Kollarus and Amy Banino took students to yet another Model UN Confer-

ence in NYC so students can get the authentic flavor of attempting to solve world problems. 

. 

                                 Our Own Legal Eagle 

   Somers Town Judge Michael McDermott for the 10th year in a row spoke to classes in Amy Banino's Law 

class, Dave Laino's Public Affairs class and my Global History classes.  An authentic court case was read by stu-

dents and Judge McDermott explained the significance of Law Day, the Army-McCarthy hearings, the rule of 

law, May Day in Russia and of course the significant case that affects young people.  Judge McDermott has been 

trying to keep students on the right side of the law for all these years.  This year his own son William McDer-

mott was in attendance.  A fact sheet and scenario was read by all students prior to the visit.  Bravo Your Honor! 

 

Beyond SHS... 
    There are 3 retirements in the Social Studies Dept. this year:  Mrs. Amelia Banino, Mr. Joseph Moore and 

yours truly.  Mrs. Banino has been a stellar member of the Social Studies Dept. teaching A.P. and regular students 

alike.  She was a "Teacher of the Year" in Westchester a few years back and has worked with co-curricular activi-

ties for many years.  Her warmth, sincere affection and caring is trumpeted by many students year after year.  She 

was a colleague that I treasured. 

  

   Joseph Moore, another mainstay of the Dept. taught Regents U.S. History for many years and our very missed 

social course Yesteryear that gave students superb insight into the social aspect of American History.  For the last 

few years he has taught Economics 12 and did an outstanding job of teaching students the "dismal science" but 

also brought it alive with his Wall Street trips.  He is jolly, fun, caring, intelligent and the students loved 

him.  While no one is indispensable (except perhaps Joltin' Joe DiMaggio), these two teachers will not easily be 

replaced. 

  

  As for me, I truly have felt blessed to work in the SCSD for the past 12 years with an outstanding present and 

past SHS Leadership Team, a Department that put student achievement, innovation and improvement first and a 

supportive Central Administration and community.  My mantra was always "Be positive, always do your best and 

improve." They all did!  What more could anyone ask for as a "commonality of purpose" to educate young learn-

ers?  Thank you and Godspeed to all. 

  

Sincerely, John M. Alberga, Chair 
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WORLD LANGUAGE POETRY COMES ALIVE  
 

On May 19, 2011, eleven world language SHS students  

participated in William Paterson University’s 28th Annual 

World Language Poetry Recitation Contest, with Ms. 

Scerbo as their advisor and coach.  Over 50 schools were 

represented from the tri-state area at this prestigious event.  

French, Italian and Spanish students were selected for 

each level (Beginner, Intermediate, Advanced & Native) 

to memorize and recite a poem, written by renowned  

international poets, in their respective target language.   

Student contestants were judged on Delivery, Pronuncia-

tion, Intonation & Poise as criteria, by poets, linguists and 

world language professors. 
 

Participating Students were: 

ß French:  Leya Maloney, David Sparks, Kelly Tatera, *Michael Chelala 

ß Italian:  Joseph La Rocca, John De Mase, Anthony Casola, Vincenzo Recine 

ß Spanish:  Cliff Perucci, Carina Lichtman, Elena Guzman 

ß * Michael Chelala, College French student, won third place in the Native Category. 

ARTHUR AVENUE, AN ITALIAN OASIS 
 

Italian Club upperclassmen, Ms. Scerbo, their adviser, Ms. Herlihy and parent, Mrs. Pepi, chaperones,  

ventured to Arthur Avenue, Little Italy in the Belmont District of the Bronx, on April 13, 2011.  The tastes, 

smells and customs of Italy were reawakened as Italian students learned the arts of baking bread at  

Terranova Bakery, making fresh pasta at Borgatti Pasta, and molding mozzarella at the original Arthur  

Avenue Deli from demonstrations by the owners of these family-run 

small businesses.  Shopkeepers told the story of their craft and Italian 

culinary traditions that have been cultivated and maintained for  

generations in this Italian oasis in the Bronx.   

 

The 30 participating students were:  David Arturi, Giovanni Abbate, John 

Alfonzetti, Christopher Arita,  

Alexa Baiano, Stephen Berte,  

Giovanni Carillo, Beth Cop-

polecchia, Daniel Cyran, Nicholas 

DeAngelis, Kayla DeMarco, Christopher Di Fonzo, Amanda Dolce, 

Alyssa Epstein, Marisa Gardineer, Kathryn Gorman, Christopher 

Groton, Rose Hvisch, Justin Kuntz, Kaila Letteri, Jessica Liberatore, 

Stephanie Lombardo, Joseph McDermott, Melissa Menta, Michael 

Millman, Michael Persic, Samantha Persic, Vincenzo Recine, Caterina 

Saraceno and Alexandra Sarfaty.  
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Somers PTA Council 

  SHOP & EARN!!! 
 

www.ShoptoEarn.net/SomersPTACouncil  
 

A few of the participating retailers: 

                              
 

                   
 

A New Fundraising Adventure!  
 

In these economic times we are finding that people simply do not have the few extra dollars to donate 

like they used to.  We will be able to raise money without it costing anyone anything! 

 

Our site is simply a doorway that you, your friends and families can go through to do your regular 

online shopping! 

When you need to buy something, just go to this site and you’ll find well over 600 stores to shop 

from!  ( Use the drop down menu & you’ll see next to each store the % of your purchases that PTA 

will get back.)  ex. You need to buy the dog his medication, 1800PETMEDS –  

Our fundraiser gets 12% from PETMEDS!! 

 

So, We’re not asking you to spend any extra money, or buy things that you don’t want… 

All we need is for you to use our website as a door to go shopping online! 

Remember, new retailers get added all the time, so keep checking! 

 

To make a purchase, simply go to the website, use the drop down menu and it will link you to the re-

tailer’s official site:  www.ShoptoEarn.net/SomersPTACouncil 

 

YOU choose WHERE to SHOP and WHAT to BUY 

You donôt have to do anything but shop!!!     (which you would have done anyway) 

é with NO EXTRA COST to YOU whatsoever! 

 

Important – All store coupons / discounts can be applied to your purchases.  For example, you can 

enter your MACY’s 15% discount coupon at checkout!! 

 

THEN Shop to Earn will AUTOMATICALLY CREDIT the CASH BACK* to   

The Somers PTA Council! 

  

It's that easy!  Please noteé*Somers PTA Council only gets cash back for ONLINE purchases! 
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3ÏÍÅÒÓ 04! 'ÏÅÓ 'ÒÅÅÎȦ   
4×Ï ÐÁÐÅÒ-ÆÒÅÅ ×ÁÙÓ ÔÏ ÓÔÁÙ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÅÄȟ  
ÓÔÁÙ ÉÎ ÔÏÕÃÈȟ Ǫ ÓÔÁÙ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÅÄȦ 

6ÉÓÉÔ ÏÕÒ 7ÅÂÓÉÔÅÓ 

 

×××Ȣ3ÏÍÅÒÓ04! 
#ÏÕÎÃÉÌȢÏÒÇ  

 
4ÈÅÒÅȭÓ Á ÓÉÔÅ ÆÏÒ ÅÁÃÈ 

04!Ȣ   
6ÉÓÉÔ ÏÎÅ ÏÒ ÁÌÌ ÓÉØȦ 

3ÕÂÓÃÒÉÂÅ ÔÏ 2ÅÃÅÉÖÅ %--ÁÉÌ 
 

$ÁÔÅÓ .Å×ÓÌÅÔÔÅÒÓ 

&ÏÒÍÓ 2ÅÓÏÕÒÃÅÓ 

%ÖÅÎÔÓ -ÅÅÔÉÎÇÓ 

(ÁÖÅ Á ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎȩ  
#ÌÉÃË ÏÎ !ÓË ÔÈÅ  
%ÌÅÐÈÁÎÔȢ    
7ÅȭÌÌ ÔÒÙ ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐȦ 

4Ï ÊÏÉÎȟ ÖÉÓÉÔ ÏÕÒ  
×ÅÂÓÉÔÅ 
×××Ȣ3ÏÍÅÒÓ04! 
#ÏÕÎÃÉÌȢÏÒÇ  
 
#ÌÉÃË ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÖÅÌÏÐÅ  
ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÅÆÔ ÓÉÄÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
ÐÁÇÅȢ   
 
&ÏÌÌÏ× ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÍÐÔÓȢ 
 
3ÕÂÍÉÔȢ 
 
)Æ ÙÏÕ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÇÅÔ ÁÎÙ  
Å-ÍÁÉÌ ÓÏÏÎȟ ÃÈÅÃË 
ÙÏÕÒ 30!- ÏÒ ÊÕÎË 
ÍÁÉÌ ÆÏÌÄÅÒȢ 
 

4ÈÁÔȭÓ ÉÔȦ 

4ÏÐ ΣΡ 2ÅÁÓÏÎÓ ÔÏ 3ÕÂÓÃÒÉÂÅ ÔÏ 
04! %-ÍÁÉÌ 

ΣΡ 04! Å-ÍÁÉÌ ÆÏÌÌÏ×Ó ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄ ɂ ÙÏÕ ÄÏÎȭÔ 
ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÃÈÁÎÇÅ ÁÎÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÅÁÃÈ ÆÁÌÌ ÁÓ ÌÏÎÇ 
ÁÓ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄ ÔÒÁÖÅÌÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÈÉÓȾÈÅÒ ÃÌÁÓÓȦ 

ΫȢ )ÔȭÓ ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ ÄÉǟÅÒÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÒÅÁÄȢ 

ΪȢ 9ÏÕȭÌÌ ËÎÏ× ÒÉÇÈÔ Á×ÁÙ ×ÈÅÎ ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ 
ÎÅ× ÉÓ ÐÕÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÏÒ ÐÏÓÔÅÄȦ 

ΩȢ 2ÅÍÉÎÄÅÒÓ ËÅÅÐ ÙÏÕ ÆÒÏÍ ÍÉÓÓÉÎÇ 
ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÉÎÇ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇÓ ÁÎÄ 
ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍÓȢ 

ΨȢ 9ÏÕ ÂÅÃÏÍÅ ÁÎ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÅÄ ÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
ÎÅÔ×ÏÒË ÏÆ 3ÏÍÅÒÓ ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒÓȢ 

ΧȢ 9ÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÁÃÃÅÓÓ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÒÏÍ 
ÙÏÕÒ ÉÎ-ÂÏØȟ ÅÖÅÎ ÔÈÏÕÇÈ ÇÒÁÐÅ ÊÕÉÃÅ 
ÓÐÉÌÌÅÄ ÁÌÌ ÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ ǨÙÅÒȢ 

ΦȢ 9ÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÏÐÔ ÏÕÔ ÁÔ ÁÎÙ ÔÉÍÅȢ 

ΥȢ 9ÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄ ÃÁÎȭÔ ÌÏÓÅ ÉÔ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÁÎÄ 
ÈÏÍÅȢ 

ΤȢ 4ÈÅ ÃÈÅÅÒÙ ÃÏÌÏÒÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÒÉÇÈÔÅÎ ÙÏÕÒ ÄÁÙȢ 

ΣȢ 9ÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄ ×ÉÌÌ ÔÈÉÎË ÙÏÕ ËÎÏ× ÅÖÅÒÙÔÈÉÎÇ 
ÔÈÁÔ ÈÁÐÐÅÎÓ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÄÁÙȦ  ,ÅÁÒÎ ÁÂÏÕÔ 
ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÅÖÅÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÓÓÅÍÂÌÉÅÓ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄ 
ÁÔÔÅÎÄÅÄ ÁÔ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÍÍÅÎÔ ÁÂÏÕÔ 
ÔÈÅÍ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÄÉÎÎÅÒȦ $ÏÎȭÔ ÌÅÔ ÏÎ ÈÏ× ÙÏÕ 
ÆÏÕÎÄ ÏÕÔȦ 


