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Letter From Prasitizmnts..

Dear Parents,

We hope this Newsletter finds you all happy and healthy. Hopefully, you all had
a great Thanksgiving. It is hard to believe that it is December already.

Whenever we think of December, we think of Holiday Happiness, which was a
huge success this year! Our first ever Silent Auction generated over $4,000!!
Thank you to all of the faculty and staff at Primrose as well as the local
businesses who donated services or goods for our silent auction. The holiday
pictures were not only a financial success but seemed to be very well received by
parents and students alike. Thank you to our Holiday Happiness Chairs for
thinking outside of the box and coming up with these great new ideas.

As we walked through the halls and classrooms, the kids were having fun with
sand art and face painting. The movie room was a great addition this year.
Thank you to the staff of the YMCA program who generously donated their time to
supervise the children in the movie room.

Holiday Happiness is the largest fundraiser for the Primrose PTA and it supports
many of the programs that we fund each year. Thanks so much to Cathy Vinci,
Sally Krauss, Kim Moros and all of the other Holiday Happiness volunteers who
worked so hard to make this day such a success. We have not tallied the final
numbers yet because expenses for the day are still coming in but, so far, it looks
to have generated 25% more than last year. In this economy, that is incredible!!!
Thanks again to everyone involved.

This fall at Primrose has been full of other fun events including our Book Fair, Red
Ribbon Week and different assembly programs for our children. Thank you to all
of the volunteers who make this happen.

Linda Luciano and Nina Collins are working on putting our Primrose Yearbook
toget her . Please dono6t forge™ Youscanmgo
online to https://www.yearbookordercenter.com/?jobnumber=18547 and order
your copy. The costis $15.50 per Yearbook.

In closing, we hope you all have a happy and healthy holiday season and we look
forward to working with you all next year!!!

Becky Williams and Kristen lorizzo

der


https://www.yearbookordercenter.com/?jobnumber=18547

Notes from Principal Figher...

From the Principalds Office:

Using Email: A Parent Guide

Happy holidays, Primrose families! In thinking about my message for this edition, |
have become aware of a number of questions, concerns and issues relating to parental use of
email. Therefore, | have prepared the following guide to using emails, that | hope will be of
help. I have shared similar tips with our teachers, who face many of the same challenges when
using email as a primary means of communication.

How many emails aretoomany? Fr om t he school 6s point of
method, so teachers typically send emails instead of paper notes and/or newsletters. Many
parents are using email to communicate with their teachers, although bus notes and other
paper notes continue to work well in backpacks and homework folders. However, a few
parents are sending many emails to teachers, both in terms of the length of the email, and/or
the frequency. If you need to write more than a few paragraphs, perhaps giving the teacher a
call would be easier and more efficient and personal. Often, it is difficult for teachers to
respond to very |l engthy emails with an ema
prefer to call and/or set up a conference. Some parents are sending emails to their teacher on
almost a daily basis, asking for updates and/or detailed information relating to their questions
or concerns. Again, it is hard for teachers to respond to overly frequent email, as this becomes
difficult given the other communication and planning responsibilities they have. If it is
necessary to send emails that frequently, perhaps your concerns or questions would be better
addressed at a conference.

| ask that teachers try and respond to emails within 24 hours, so you should most likely expect
a response the day after it is received. However, if a teacher feels challenged by the number
and extent of received emails, | advise them to respond concisely and say such things as,
AiThanks for your email, | 61l get back to vy
di scuss. 0

Email etiguette: In the rush of your busy lives, it is easy to use shorthand or brief

it exltiilnggd email s when emailing your teacher
unfriendly, as oneword or cursory replies often feel dismissive or angry. Try and keep the

tone polite and respectful; certainly this is something | have become much more aware of as |
use emails more frequently. If you do have an urgent question, or are upset or angry about a
school issue, it may be best to ask for a conference or phone conversation.

Beware of :AReplyiabl do emails with Areply
that populate our inboxes. Please be mindful of this, and of the confidential nature of most
parent/teacher communications. Under most circumstances, it is preferable to avoid using
Aireply all .o

I hope these tips are helpful as we all adjust to the more frequent use of emails.

Sincerely,
Rick Fisher

(72}
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Notes from Our Assistant Principa..

Welcome to the month of December! It feels as if school just started and
here we are approaching the winter months. Your children are growing by leaps and
bounds every single day. It is amazing to see how much they have grown since
September.

This month | would like to talk about feelings and how our little ones express
them. Our Primrose friends are at an age where they are mostly happy and excited
about all that is happening around them. Unfortunately sometimes things happen that
make us sad, angry or upset and that is alright. We want our children to know that
they are allowed to have these feelings but there are different ways they can
express them.

Here at Primrose School, we encourage our students to use their words to
share how they feel. If something does not go their way and they are disappointed we
want them to be able to talk about it and feel that the issue has been resolved in the
best way possible. Children are also encouraged to write and draw about their
feelings. Sometimes this is an outlet for some of our quieter friends. This is just
another life skill we are working on with our little ones.

One of our major roles as adults in ou
being role models when it comes to how we express our feelings. Our little ones tend
to mimic what they see. This includes how we react to different events in our lives
including when we are happy, excited, disappointed and upset . We want to make sure
to show our children it is ok to have these feelings and that there are positive ways to
express them. This can include talking it out, drawing about it, taking a time out,
walking away for a little while and/or writing about it. Again, we are teaching our
children an important life skill because they will have experiences with all of these
feelings as well as many more.

In thinking about literature that is out there that focuses on feelings, a few
come to mind. The firstone is 7oday / Feel Sifly by Jamie Lee Curtis. This book shows
the different moods that a little girl experiences. The author uses great language
that really captures how a child would express their feelings. The other book that |
highly recommend is The Feelings Book by Todd Parr. This book has fun illustrations
that show all of the different feelings our little ones have. This book can provide the
basis for a great conversation about feelings we have and how we share them.

I wish all of our Primrose families a wonderful, fulfilling holiday season and we
candt wait to be off and running in 2010!

Ms. Haidee Anaya
Assistant Principal




* DRIMBOSE PTA *

s * Holiday Hoppiness

A

We hope you were able to attend Holiday Happiness and enjoyed the day with your family and friends. Thegeingasrso Ailocly adtiothe many vendors sell
their goods, our Holiday Happiness Committee was very busy too! There were many details that needechieetedsat plactn priatetsummer, Laura Arrotti, wit
Penny Fondeb6s help sent out | etters and r egi stag®withthem uhtibtheroanclusion ofthe evemn.
Robin Kushner contacted local publications to make sure that everyone knew about Holiday Happiness ance@Kiiseug&atsthhéd&ios Family put up post
throughout the towns. Tammy Repp designed our Holiday Happiness program and Kim Moros made sure thatwneergte hblp indatday night and Satur
Alexis Freiman and Elizabeth Russell were busy with Silent Auction and worked hard to secure fun and ebxicitint! eXperlefideeézher coordinator Jen Tetr
a great job recruiting teachers for auction items. What a great presentation on Silent Auction as well.

At Holiday Happiness Laureen-8raith and Amie Fay were selling delicious homemade baked goods at the bake Galwjlevhitel Patainette Gionta were bus!
serving food and drinks to the crowds in the kitchen!!

Over in Mrs. Rossinif6s Music Room the (del et e) cdpeduwith tBeuotrhdelets)éirst Hdiday Hz
ness Movie Room, while back in the Cafeteria, on the stage Kim Cameron and her crew were busy with thes-tiséHoliddya1gppifeh o t 0 0 . Sa
ance at Primrose this year for some photos as well. Down the hall, Corinne Procopis and Jeanine Llamb wetatexdrently btifyenehite elephant tag sale
the front of the school Laura Halloran was selling Somers merchandise as Lauren Kittredge helped our yotiiger shpppersfpekcout pr esent |
tionally, just a few doors away were Debbie Ashley with sand art, and Danielle Recine applying tattoontimgil skterss thechgdli from there was Eileen Farir
the make a craft room and Lisa Immerblum supporting SEPTA with the wonderful evergreen sale. Our wenbisrfrdaafGacaBithide, Tiffany Leitner, Jen'
Demark, Beth SylvesterMalissa Healy, were in the main office all day announcing winners. By the end of thefflayehdp@afileredible baskets. In another
Jessica Goldberg along with Kristen lorizzo, Becky Williams and Christine Spencer kept track of all our profits.

We kept the Primrose custodians busy too! They were with us every step of the way helping us out (delete anidrtheghbatttiedun job of cleaning up whe
was all over (sorry about that!). Thank you also to Mr. Fisher, Ms. Anaya and the entire Primrose AdiomistcatinmgldiStaffiday event into the school an
all your support and guidance along the way, especially the kindergarten teachers, along with Mrs. Rossied whoisePoomseveadition could not have bee
what it was without you. It was truly great!

We would like to thank the following who so generously contributed to Holiday Happiness:

Bria Carting

YMCA of Northern Westchester
Il Forno

Sweet Delites

The Dry Cleaner

Valben's Heritage Market

The Pulse

Elite Dental

Café in Solaris

Josie & Steve Vassallo

La Fontane

Estee Lauder

Fine Lines

Denise Donnelly of Avon

The Blue Dolphin

Mexican Shack & The Delzio Family
Katonah Restaurant

Jed & Karen Candreva

Michelle Tremblay of Shaklee
Yorktown Stage Camp

Sterling Cellars/The Palmieri's
Camp Kiwi

The Ramsey Familypogee

Bella Italia Amy's Nails
Sunshine Restaurbdrket America
Patsy's Pizza & Pastach Nails
Maxy Nails

Dunkin Donuts (Golden's Bridge)
Queen's Nails

A&P (Goldens Bridge)

Carminart Tile

Fraser's Hardware
Appliance Sales Plus
Curves Mahopac
Momao's Nails

New York Sports Club
Salon D'Avanti

Stage Coach Restaurant
Heineken

Subway in Somers
Learning Express
Somers Discount Wine
Raymond's Optical
CJ's Bowtique
Somers' Dry Cleaner
Yorktown Wine & Liquor
Fratelli's Pizza
Yorktown Coach Diner
Posie's Florist

USTA

Silpada

Satori Spa

Just a Buck

Free & Co

The Repp Family

The Katsch Family
The Gentile Family
The Gionta Family
The Marschke Family
Peanut Portraits

Weinstein Pharmacy

Lauren Michaels

The Goldberg Family

Glen Arbor Country Club and The Freiman Family
Unilever

Chef Carey Favreau @ Glen Arbor

The Creegan Family

Amawalk Farm

Somers Library

Debbie Ashley

Jennifer Netrosio

USFSA/ISI

Bob6és Sport and Tackl e
Prescott Trucking

Golden's Bridge Veterinary Care Center

The Examiner

Ni ckés Pizza of Shenoroc
Dantebs Family Restauran

Peppinobds Pizza

Fratelli éds Pizza & Pasta
Portofinobs Pizza & Past

Sunshine Restaurant
Il Forno

Somers Hot Bagels
Dunkin Donuts
Pepsi Bottling Group

Stop & Shop

Cardill ob6s Super Deli
Jessieds Deli

7-Eleven

Dante's Pizza Domino's & The Maestri Family Mobil The Sussman Family

And to all the Primrose Families, Businesses and Holiday Happiness vendors that so getteanksigwonated

We would also like to thank the many parents, The National Honor Society, Leo Club and Girl Scouts whofwatine dai tofealurdaes of your time were gre
appreciated and much needed. Many thanks once again to everyone involved. We would like to wish yoypyentdyoeatasnhpédagseason!

Cathy Vinci, Sally Krauss and Kim Moros
2009 Holiday Happines£Bairs
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Kindergarten News }

Kindergarten students at Primrose havesuch as clearing their plate at dinngr,
had a wonderful fall' In November, we saw dressing themselves and being responsiple
two special shows put on by the PTA. We for their own cleanup. All of these thing
saw TheatAees oWodrslastiaa b Wil &elp your child be successful "i
musical show by Lou DelBianco. We school!
enjoyed them both! We learned about The Kindergarten classes have bekn
Thanksgiving and discussed what we arebusy with Readers and Writerb
each thankful for! Workshops! During workshops, teacheks

In December, we are getting ready to demonstrate a reading or writing strategy.
start our Winter Weather unit! As the Our Kindergarten readers and writers thgn
weat her gets col der ,haw éndel fdr independerg practice, nvigije a b
the changes that happen in nature, andeachers circulate, having conferences wjth
gearing up for snowindivieald studenta lors smallbggoupg @fi n g

out to recess in t heleanerd dDurwrealderh and éwsiterse e e
sure to send your child to school with a hat making lots of wonderful progress as tHe
or hood, gloves, and a warm coat on thoseschool year continues! |

cold days! December is an exciting time of  Kindergarten parents have received
the year and Kindergarten students havelog-on information for our new Everyday
much to look forward to! Math games website, which correlates Wilth
In Kindergarten, we are working on our math program. We are learning mapy
becoming independent and confident atfun math games in school as well, both On
school. Some things that you can do atthe computer and off. We are involved n
home to help your child feel more inde- math every day and are learning how féin
pendent are: practice tying shoes, zippingmath can be! |
and buttoning coats, opening juice boxes The Kindergarten teachers wish all of
and other snack/lunch containers, andyour families a happy, healthy holiday
giving them small responsibilities at home season and New Year! /
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ORDER YOUR
2009/2010
PRIMROSE YEARBOOK

TODAY!

The yearbook will be sold ON -LINE this year by the

Herff Jones Yearbook Company.

Sales are open now and will remain open until January 15, 2010

If a book is purchased by the deadline, your child will be

©
7 sexHow to Order ™+ T

You can access the Herff Jones order site from the

guaranteed a book in June.

Primrose PTA or Edline Website or

You may go directly to the Herff Jones website
www.yearbookordercenter.com and enter order number 18547

or call Herff Jones @ 1 -866 -287 -3096 - order number 18547

If you have any questions contact:

Linda Luciano 248 -4880 (Lindajustducky@msn.com )
or Nina Collins 276 -1488 (Thecollinsclan@optonline.net )



http://www.yearbookordercenter.com/
mailto:Lindajustducky@msn.com
mailto:Thecollinsclan@optonline.net
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First Grade News

It is hard to believe that we are already
finished with the month of November. In first
grade we have been very busy. We made good
choices during Red Ribbon Week. Thank you to
the PTA for the many activities that you
planned for the children. First Graders

especially enjoyed the very engaging assembly
with Lou DelBianco. We also want to thank you

for the wonderful Scholastic Book Fair. There
were so many great book selections. We are so
appreciative of the wish books that were
purchased for our classrooms.

In Reading Workshop we are continuing to
develop good strategies as readers. We also
are currently working on a unit of study on
Re-telling stories. After listening to your child
read it would be a great idea for you to ask
them to re -tell the book to you. A good re -tell
includes the title, author, main characters,
setting, problem, and solution or beginning,
middle, and end.

In Writing Workshop we are working on
writing personal
we like to call them in first grade. Simply put,
these are stories that really happened to us,
that are special, and memorable. We read lots
of literature to the children to get them
immersed in this genre. In this unit of study
the children will learn that stories should

narrati

include a beginning, middle, and end. We will
also encourage lots of details as they write
their piece!

In Math the children are working with
partners on new math games such as Penny
Nickel Exchange and High Roller. These games
help to reinforce money concepts and adding
concepts. Please encourage your child to play
math games at home. You can also use the new
Everyday Math Website to play games at home
for extra practice.

In Social Studies we are reading lots of
different books about all kinds of families.
You will hear the children coming home talking
about different family traditions as well.

The weather can change throughout the
day. Please remember to dress your child
appropriately. Layers tend to work best as the
temperatures in rooms can vary! Please also
label all clothing that comes to school. It
makes it so much easier to find the owner of a
lost item at the end of the day when a name is
ong.s or OMEG6 stories as

At this time we would like to extend warm
holiday wishes to all of you! Spend good times
with family and friends! Relax and enjoy some
quiet moments together as well. We would also
like to say Happy New Year 2010!

FOIPSt (Bredce




OCTOBER WINNERS

KINDERGARTEN 1ST GRADE 2ND GRADE
T.J. Olifers Peter Claro Matt Ainbinder
Nicholas Ferraro Katherine Gardener Daniel Dellavecchia

Sofia Rishel Katherine Velardo

NOVEMBER WINNERS

KINDERGARTEN 1ST GRADE 2ND GRADE
Matthew Kapica Zachary Coughlin Dara Colpa
Colin Brooks Gabriel Leahy Madison Cartisano

Patrick Marzella Kelsey Collura Sarah Murphy

% ce Cream Party Standings %’

(through November)

Kindergarten 1st Grade 2nd Grade
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The Second Grade Teachers would like to
thank the PTA for providing the students with some
wonderful fall assemblies and programs during the
months of October and November. Thank you for all
the work you put into the wonderful Book Fair with a
great selection of books for the children and staff.
Again, teachers loved using the pink tote
O wi s h Odlwhasatciever idea!

Thank you also for the activities during Red

Ri bbon Week and the
Lou Del Bi anco. Our
catchy theme song 6 6 Make a <choi ce,
make aé GOOD <choicel! d It

and the children enjoyed receiving the motivating
gifts dthey wore their bracelets all week!

Second Grade had yet another fantastic visit
from our beloved author, Helen Lester. Her warmth
and humor always enchants our young audience!
felt very honored to be able to get a sneak peak at
the new, yet -to-be published Tacky Christmas book!
The children were very eager to ask her questions and
are excited at the idea writing to her.

This year, puppeteer, Jim West made his
captivating debut at Primrose. His performances of
sever al Aesopds Fabl es
educational.  With each different puppet style

including shadow puppets, paper bag puppets and

Paper Mache puppets, he inspired the children to
create their own! We really appreciated him revealing
the secrets of puppet -making.

In Reading Workshop, we are working on the
comprehension strategies of retelling and making
connections to books. In the area of Writing, we are
working on writing letters, memoires and poems based
on theme related topics.
wait to get the Wee Deliver Post
running! They were so excited to write, send, and of
course receive letters. Itis exciting to see them

duties working in the

-bags for

6heal thy
chil dr eour coraputerdat dntaddiionotg ouic dwa olassraorg

We

wer

post-office! We want to thank Mrs. Weiner and
Mrs. Rossini for coordinating this memorable second
grade event. Some special guests at our ceremony
included Dr. Marien, Mrs. Gherardi, Mr. Fisher, Mrs.
Anaya and weather forecaster, Mr. Lee Goldberg.

In the area of Spelling, we have been
studying short and long -vowel sounds along with
different spelling patterns, homophones, compound
words, digraphs and sight -words.
¢ Im theé area of fechmobgy enmm bohtinue to use h

nesokoes 0 teabho owr estudents about using
tacAn®logy. eRecgntlyywweelhdve beendoausingzoe tthe
skills of logging on, using equipment, navigating
around the menu to find programs, logging off, and
playing different math and reading skills games.

In the area of Science, the Second Graders
are learning about Rocks and Soil. They are also
learning about worms and building worm homes. In
the area of Social Studies, they are learning about
different types of Communities including rural,
urban, and suburban. Additionally, we continue to
study holidays and raise global awareness through
the use of Scholastic News Magazine or Time For
I€ids, hhe tGleat RBodyt Shopt Magarine ragd Nationgl
Geographic Magazine.

In the area of Math, the students are
working on building speed and accuracy for addition
and subtraction facts, in addition to creating and
extending number patterns accurately. They are
also working on counting mixed coins and learning
about place-value. Ms. Bernstein joined the second
grade teachers in co -teaching a unit in Problem
Solving <called oO0ODraw a

multi -step word problems. We thank you for your
continued support and practice of these skills at
home!

I IS IS IS IS IS LSS IS IS LS LS LS LS DL IS LS BB LS BB Baa e e

Second Gra

_—_—_—_—_—_—_;_—_—_—_

il c
Oustratef§ye @so msed ©Br felp ethes students | sblved t
-Office up -and-

/
7/
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What has been happening in the Primrose Garden ?

Ouir first and second graders have been working hard this Fall in the garden! If

you have visited Primrose recently, you will have seen the beautiful basket of

gourds that were grown from seed and harvest
class. Second graders also harvested carrots and pole beans, and will soon be

pulling up the leeks, radishes and beets which were planted by first graders in

early September. Other first graders have been busy planting daffodil and tulips

bulbs to brighten up the butterfly garden, which can look so bare in early Spring.

We are keeping our fingers crossed that the garlic bulbs will come up in Spring,

having lain dormant through the winter 0 keep a lookout for the first shoots!

Plans are being made for the Sensory garden which is to be created in the

Literacy Garden to complement the wonderful new gazebo. The garden will not

only appeal to the childrends five senses,
shrubs and flowers which are especially attractive to hummingbirds. There will

be viewing areas from the Library and hallways to view the songbirds and
hummingbirds that will hopefully visit our garden. HOWEVER, to make this

happen we will need YOUR help. Watch this space and the PTA constant

contact email for appeals for help in digging and clearing the area ready for

planting & we hope to start this in March or April (weather -dependent).

Helen Wray

w—_—_—_—

o
jon

(op
c
—



PAGE 11

«

Limited supplies available of water bottles !

8 0l

Klean S Kean % hlgan<s»
kalen e kaeen ; ' kanteen

Size Price Price Price Price Price
120z $15 $15 $15 $15 $14
180z $16 $16 N/A N/A $15
270z $18 $18 N/A N/A N/A

Reusable lunch bags are still available at $10
(markers included).

Please contact Helen Wray at wraysch@hotmail
or 9620930 for orders.

Thanks for supporting your PTA'!
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Knitting Warms Up SIS

Dear Somers School Disctric Parents.

Last year, Mrs. Calcagnini, an SIS teacher, started teaching interested
students to knit and crochet during her/their recess time. It was an
overwhelming success! The SIS PTA pitched in with a mini-grant to
purchase the needed supplies. Also, we put out the word via an e-mail
that she was looking for donations of yarn, knitting needles, etc. and she
got a bunch of donations from parents.

Well, knitting has begun again this year and is in full swing. There is so
much excitement in the air. Lots of boys are knitting this year as well!

Herebs where we mMe.eCdlcagnmiusrspedifieallypooking
for the following items as they are the most popular and most
needed:

Yarn looms

Crochet hooks

Size 8-10 knitting needles
Worsted weight yarn or thicker

So - if you have any of the above hanging around or if you are able to
purchase and/or donate it would be most appreciated. Drop offs can be
made in the SIS Main Office, attention Mrs. Calcagnini.

Should you have any questions please feel free to contact Mrs. C at the
school directly.

A special thank you to Mrs. Calcagnini for donating her time last year and
again this year!

Thank you again!
The SIS PTA




