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M A R K  Y O U R  

C A L E N D A R  

 April 5  School Opens 

 April 12  PTA Executive 

Board Meeting 

 April 13  Board of Edu-

cation Meeting 7pm @ 

PES 

 April 14  SEPTA Meet-

ing 7:30 @ SIS Library 

 April 20  SEF Trustees 

Meeting 7:30pm @ SIS 

Library 

 April 23  Bus Driver 

Appreciation Breakfast 

 April 24  SEF Gala Din-

ner 7pm @ The Pinnacle 

 April 26 - 30 GREEN 

WEEK 

Dear Parents,  
 

Happy Spring!!!  It’s so nice to have some pleasant weather!! 
 

We have a lot going on at the Primrose PTA.  Linda Luciano and Nina Collins are hard at work 
on our 2nd Primrose Yearbook.  The Yearbook is a big project and we are all excited to see 
what it looks like.  We really appreciate all the hard work that Linda and Nina are putting into it.   
 

Here at the PTA we spend the first part of the year primarily raising funds but the really fun part 
is the second half of the year when we get to bring exciting programs to the kids with the     
fundraising dollars that we have earned. 
 

We are looking forward to our author visits in April.  Alyssa Satin Capucilli will be visiting the 
kindergarteners on 4/22 & 4/23.  Hans Wilhelm will be visiting the first graders on 4/21 & 4/22.  
Newcomer Tedd Arnold will be visiting the 2nd graders on April 23rd.  Special thanks to Sally 
Ann Comparetto for coordinating these visits.  These author visits are sponsored and funded 
by the Primrose PTA.  The children really enjoy meeting real published authors and hearing 
about how they bring their books to life.   
 

The Primrose PTA will be sponsoring Family Fun Night at Camp Kiwi again this year.  So, 
please hold the date – Friday June 4th from 4:30 until 9:30.  The rain date is Thursday, June 
24th.  More details will be follow in the Weekly e-mails but this promises to be an enjoyable  
evening for the whole family.  We had rave reviews about it last year!!! Thanks so much to   
Erica Gentile for organizing this event which is our “thank you” to the Primrose community for 
all your support throughout the year. 
 

Our spring book fair will be held on April 20th and April 21st from 2:30-6:00 on the Primrose 
Cafeteria Stage.  The books will be buy one get one free!!!!  The PTA makes no profit on this 
book fair but it is an opportunity for us to bring books to our children at very reasonable prices.  
So, stock up for the summer - let’s spread the gift of reading to our children!!!!  Thanks to 
Grace DeFeo and Nicole Brownstein for coordinating this event. 
 

Our Cultural Affairs program is in full swing.  In March, we brought in author Marisabina Russo 
to our first graders.  In April, The Franklin Institute will be presenting “Machines in Motion” for 
our 2nd graders.  In May, our first graders will be treated to a presentation of “Weaving the Wild 
with Annie Hickman”.  We will also be bringing in Michael Graham to present a puppet show to 
our Kindergarteners in May.  Finally, Red Grammar, a singer and songwriter will be presenting 
to all of our children in May and all grade levels will be treated to a presentation of “If you Give 
a Pig a Pancake” in June.  Thanks so much to Debbie Jones for coordinating all of these visits.  
This is no easy task!!!!   
 

In closing, we are putting together our PTA team for next year and we would love for you to join 
our team.  To see what committees are available and what might peak your interest, please go 
to http://www.somersptacouncil.org/PRIMROSE/PDF/NominatingCommitteeForm2010.pdf.  It 
is truly a rewarding experience to work on the PTA and help shape your child’s educational 
experience here at Primrose.  And, as you can imagine, the PTA can use all the help we can 
get to organize the programs and events that we sponsor.  So, please consider helping out for 
next year.   
 

Becky and Kristen 

http://www.somersptacouncil.org/PRIMROSE/PDF/NominatingCommitteeForm2010.pdf
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Spring, 2010 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

Happy Spring!  Here are some signs of spring Iôve noticed at Primrose: 

 

c Our gazebo had its first classes of the season.  Thanks again, PTA, for this wonderful 

outdoor teaching space! 

c The birdfeeder in the library courtyard attracted its first birds.  We are participating in 

an official ñbird count!ò 

c Our classes are starting seeds for our exceptional school garden. 

c We are preparing our plans for ñGreen Weekò and Earth Day activities. 

c Our first grades are preparing for our Eggs to Chicks unit.  Soon, the chicks will be 

peeping and hopping! 

 

With the coming of Spring, we are beginning our planning for next yearé hard to       

believe!  Parents will have the opportunity to complete forms that will assist us in placing 

their children into classes for next year.  In the coming months, we will have an orientation 

to welcome parents of our incoming Kindergarteners, and our second graders will visit SIS 

and see their new school. 

 

Although I am looking forward to my retirement at the end of the school year, I am     

cherishing these last months at our wonderful school.  I have been blessed to work with such 

an extraordinary group of teachers and staff, supportive parents, and of course lovely (and 

lively!) children.  Thank you, especially, to all those parents who have been active in our 

PTA, as the school is richer for all your efforts. 

 

Enjoy the Spring! 

 

        Sincerely, 

 

        Rick Fisher  
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 Warm weather has finally arrived. Everyone is ready to say goodbye to old man 

winter. The children are excited to be headed outdoors for recess and soak in the sun.  

Everyone seems to have an extra bounce to their step. Itôs a great time to be at      

Primrose. 

 With such beautiful days upon us I find I am busier than ever attending events 

and being outdoors. So when it is time to settle down and get my little one to sleep  

after such a long day I have begun to see the power of the bedtime read aloud. As a 

new mom I have learned how important the bedtime book choice is. My little one is 

almost 9 months old and probably doesnôt understand most of what Iôm reading but I 

know that I need to make thoughtful choices about the books I am reading.  This is 

such a sacred time of day and I want it to be memorable, relaxing and enjoyable for 

all. It is a time to share beautiful language, gorgeous pictures and illustrations and a 

time to take a deep breath and just be together.  Reading aloud to our children at these 

young ages will help them to further develop a love of books, expand their background 

knowledge, understand new and interesting words, and teach them to get lost in a 

book.  So no matter how busy our lives get, please make sure to make time for that 

bedtime read aloud. Even as an adult I can remember my mother reading fairy tales to 

me each night. The memories we are creating for our children are priceless. 

 A few books that I recommend as bedtime read alouds are Water Dance by 

Thomas Locker, Some Things Go Together by Charlotte Zolotow and Song of Night by 

Katherine Riley Nakamura and Linnea Riley.  The book, Water Dance, consists of a 

collection of short poems alongside beautiful, calming illustrations that depict the    

different ways water appears in our world. In the book, Some Things Go Together, a 

mother and son spend special time together doing everyday things. The poem is     

written in a rhyming fashion which any child is sure to enjoy. And finally the book, 

Song of Night,  is a book that shows different animals getting ready for bed.  Their 

bedtime rituals are the same ones many of our children participate in each night.  The 

illustrations are quite soothing as well. 

 So as the spring months approach, please make sure to take the time to sit, relax 

and read a great bedtime book with your little one. We all have such busy lives but 

making the time to read every night to your child will make all the difference in the 

world to them. Enjoy! 

                                                                                                                                         

Haidee Anaya                                                                                                                                         

Assistant Principal  



 

We are holding a special breakfast to say òThank Youó 

to all the bus drivers of our district.  

These very dedicated individuals transport our children daily and  

do their best to make sure that the job is carried out safely and efficiently.  

Please help us honor them.  

 

We are asking for donations of gift baskets  

that will be raffled off at the breakfast.  

 

No time to make a basket? No problem!!  

We will gratefully accept a monetary donation that will be used to make raffle baskets.  

 

Every driver will get a goodie bag!  

You can contribute 115 small items to help us fill them ð pens, coffee mugs, etc.  

Itõs a great advertising opportunity. 

 

Feeling creative in the kitchen?  

We would love a breakfast food for our buffet.  

 

Each year we are so impressed and grateful for the response we get from  

our Somers parents.  

Thank you for your continued generosity!  

 

If you would like to make a donation, or can help set up or serve/clean up,  

please contact either Erika or Angela.  
 

 

 

 
 

For more detailed information, go to SomersPTACouncil.org and click on the bus.  

Angela Welsh  

245 - 3019  

welsh.angela@yahoo.com  

Erika Sherman  

245 - 7933  
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Kindergarten News 
Happy Spring from Kindergarten!   
 

The kindergarteners have had a busy few months enjoying the snow, counting 

the days, counting their pennies, and celebrating the wonderful learning that 

has taken place!  
 

The 100 th  Day of School  is a momentous occasion for the kindergarten  

children and was celebrated in good style this year.  The excitement was felt 

throughout the school, led by our youngest children. Their 100 th  Day Projects 

were so creative and enjoyed by all as they traveled through the hallways.  It 

seems many of our kindergarten children are relieved that kindergarten doesnõt 

end on the 100 th  Day of School!  Thank you to all our parents who supported 

this fun learning activity.  
 

On March 3 rd , the children donated each of their 100 pennies to Guiding Eyes 
for the Blind .  During a special ceremony, led by Mrs. French and Ms. Molloy, 

the children personally gave $240.00 of their pennies to the wonderful  

volunteers and dogs.  The dogs loved the petting and the volunteers were  

overwhelmed by the generous act of kindness!  Congratulations kindergarteners!  

Your good deed will help others.  
 

 Our Maple Sugaring Trip  was a great success!   Each class traveled to Teatown 

Lake Reservation where the children enjoyed a program on maple sugaring.  As 

the children explored the centers, they learned about maple sugar trees, heard 

the legend of how maple syrup was discovered, tapped a maple sugar tree,  

visited an authentic sugar house, and tasted real maple syrup.  We had perfect 

weather for this fabulous learning experience!  Many thanks to the PTA for 

helping to fund this trip!  
 

As spring warms and reveals its beautiful greens and yellows, we will turn our 

attention to the natural changes of the season.  Highlights will include: hatching 

butterflies, planting seeds, planting flowers, and studying life cycles.  We  

anxiously await our trip to the Stepping Stones Museum later in the spring, a 

visit from author, Alyssa Satin Capucilli, and of course look forward to sunny 

days on the playground.  
 

Thank you for all your support in making your childõs kindergarten experience so 

successful.  Have a wonderful spring!  
 

-The Kindergarten Teachers  
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Investigating Non - Fiction  

By Candice Rich 

 

The students in the English Language Learners Program  at Primrose 

come from over 15 different countries; as a result they have a unique      

perspective and awareness of the world and are using that knowledge in our 

non-fiction unit of study.  The students in grades k -2 are investigating     

non-fiction and having a fun learning and writing about the new facts they 

have learned.  The kindergarten and first graders have created fact books 

about penguins and sharks.  The second graders have embarked on their 

òcountry studyó where they researched the country their families are from 

and wrote a report comparing and contrasting it to the United States.  

The ELL students are also getting ready to take the New York State 

English as a Second Language Achievement Test (NYSESLAT).  This test is 

an annual test that measures student progress toward meeting grade level 

standards.  All English language learners from kindergarten through grade 

12 are assessed every year to measure their English language ability in      

listening, speaking, reading, and writing and track their annual progress      

toward proficiency. The NYSESLAT helps schools determine which           

instructional standards they must focus on to ensure their English language 

learners fully acquire the language proficiency that will prepare them for 

success in the classroom.  The Speaking subtest will be administered April 

19-May 1. The Listening, Reading, and Writing subtests will be administered 

May 17ðMay 26.  

English Language Learners Program 
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First Grade News 

 Welcome Spring!!  We hope everyone has had the opportunity to get outside and 

enjoy this nice weather.  It is hard to believe that we have reached the half way mark of 

this school year and our ñlittleò first graders or not so little anymore. 
    
 Our first graders have started to explore through reading and writing the genre of 

Nonfiction.  Through this study, children will learn the features of  nonfiction 

text and have a go at writing nonfiction.  First Graders will use their new learn-

ing to write their very own ñHow Toò books, the study of Procedural Writing 

and  continue their nonfiction study in the Science Unit, Objects in the Night 

Sky.   In March, our First Graders will be visiting the Hudson River Museum      

Planetarium.  This is a memorable trip for the children and we would like to 

extend our thanks to the PTA for making this trip possible. 
 

 In math, we have been practicing our addition and subtraction math 

facts through games using dice, dominos and flash cards.  Along with this the 

first grade is learning about number patterns for addition and subtraction facts.  Please 

continue to practice these important skills at home. 
  

 April will be especially ñeggcitingò because we will be learning about the life   

cycle of a chick in Science.  Our eggs arrive on April 13th and will take 21 days to hatch!  

The children will be active participants in taking care of the eggs and learning about the 

growth that is taking place inside.  This unit will lead to many non-fiction reading and 

writing opportunities in the classroom.   
 

 Authorôs Day this year was a huge success.  Thank you 

to the PTA for inviting Marisabina Russo to visit with our First 

Graders.  The children as well as the teachers always enjoy   

having Ms. Russo read to us and share her love for writing!  In 

April, First Graders look forward to meeting another great writer 

and illustrator, Hans Wilhem.  We know it will prove to be     

another fabulous learning experience for our little ones! Thank 

you, PTA! 
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 FEBRUARY WINNERS   

KINDERGARTEN  1ST GRADE  2ND GRADE 

Allison Zattolo  Angelina Realbuto  Kevin McKenna 

Connor Durso Ashley Callaci  Mackenzie Curcio  

Charlotte Sweezey  Anne DiRago Deanna Barankewicz 

MARCH WINNERS   

KINDERGARTEN  1ST GRADE  2ND GRADE 

Kenneth Milani  Robert Gaudioso Tanner Adams 

Samantha Fabry  Ryan McSweeney Jacob Piazza 

Ryan Grant Hannah Recine Haley Smith  

(through January)  

Kindergarten  1st Grade  2nd Grade  

French - 391 Yaffe - 627  Grodio - 357  

Veach - 376  Oliva - 497  Pacheco - 314 

Ice cream party winners will be determined after the May drawing  



 

Second Grade News 

March 2010 - Second Grade: 
 

March has come in like a tame 

lion and is on its way out like a 

lamb!  It has brought us spring, 

and the Second Graders at 

Primrose are noticing signs of 

spring like the warm weather 

and nature blooming all around!  

We are also blossoming in our classrooms.  Here are some of the latest events.  
 

 The PTA had sponsored and organized an astounding Teacher Appreciation 

Luncheon.  Between the amazing variety of food, the thoughtful gift cards, the   

exciting raffle, and the lovely parents who organized everything, the faculty truly 

did feel appreciated!  The Second Grade Teachers would like to express their 

gratitude for this spectacular event!  
 

  In the area of Language Arts, we continue to incorporate all           

components of a Balanced Literacy Approach.  The children continue to participate 

in our reading workshop model through independent reading, guided reading, shared 

reading, and read alouds.  Many classrooms are exploring the genre of biographies.  

We are expanding our reading interests by comparing our lives to some of our      

heroes or finding out about people from the past!  We continue to use our          

comprehension strategies such as visualizing, questioning, and inferring as we work 

with  biographies.  In addition, another recent unit of study has been òbook talkó.  

Second graders have been practicing reading and discussing books together and 

fine -tuning their conversation skills.  Many classes are beginning to incorporate the 

social  studies unit of Connections to the Past within their Writing Workshop by 

composing Grandparent Interview Books. In addition, the students are also working 

on writing letters, poetry, and responses to books.  
 

 In Math, we are continuing to learn the concepts of addition and subtraction 

with regrouping, problem solving, geometry, time, and money.  We continue to refine 

our problem solving skills with student -created problems guided by our Math       

Enrichment teacher, Ms. Bernstein.   
 

The season has also lent itself to our Science curriculum work. Many       

classrooms are further exploring matter or rocks and soil as we eagerly await the 

arrival of our butterfly larvae.   
 

Hereõs to a great month!  
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Spring has finally sprung and the gardens are 

coming to life again.  Daffodils and tulips are 

brightening up the butterfly garden and the garlic is growing well in the vegetable 

garden - this will be ready for harvesting in May, by the Second Graders.  First 

Graders are planting vegetable seeds in their classrooms, ready to plant out in the 

garden when night-time temperatures rise.  This year, our First Graders will be 

planting peas, lettuce, radish, beets, corn, sugar snap peas, beans, carrots, tomatoes 

and potatoes.  Preparation of the Library bird and   sensory garden is underway - 

the beds are being dug out and a path will be laid.  The path through the garden 

will allow the children to experience the sensory appeal of plants and flowers - the 

taste of strawberries and herbs, the smell of lavender, the feel of lamb's ears and 

globe thistles, the sound of grasses rustling in the wind and the sight of many dif-

ferent colors.  The Second Grade Nature Club have sown many seeds to plant out 

in the garden and at the next meeting will be planting out the 

"Taste" bed.  The Library garden will also have bushes and shrubs 

to provide food and resting places for the song birds we are trying 

to attract with bird feeders - the children have been busy recording 

all the different birds they have seen visiting the feeders.  Please 

come by and visit the gardens when you are at school and see all 

the hard work the children are doing." 
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