Somers PTA Council Meeting Minutes:  May 25, 2010
Attendance:  Judi Callan, Susan Taylor, Laura Sweig, Linda Graffitti,  Gayle Mottola, Kathy Cucchiarella, Becky Williams,  Patti Calautti, Christine Spencer, Kristen Iorizzo, Debbie Aidala, Linda Morgante, Helen Brady, Lex Kessler, Angela Welsh, Mary Ward, Julie Gorecki, Lisa Immerblum, Kim Moros
I. Call to Order – Meeting was called to order at 9:11 a.m.

II. Approval of Minutes –  No changes to the April 13, 2010 minutes.
III. Council President’s Report
· Judi Callan opened the meeting with a moment of silence for two former Somers High School students that recently passed away and for their family.

· There is $1,000 in the Parent Programs budget for next year.  It was decided to use $500 for the October 2010 Rachel’s Challenge that will be presented to all grades at SMS and to keep the other $500 available for other uses.
· Judy thanked everyone for the book dedication in her honor. 
· Council will gift Dr. Marien with a book dedication in her honor at each of the four schools and will gift Mr. Fisher with a book dedication at Primrose and Ms. Paige with a book dedication at SMS.
· June 14 is the PTA dinner from 7 to 9pm.  An e-vite will go out.  Matildas in Yorktown will do the catering.  It will be $20/person.

· Only the Education and Parent Program Committees are without a chairperson at Council level. Parent Programs includes Camp Night. Please look for people to fill these positions.

· Every unit must submit NYS PTA Form A by June 15. Corresponding Secretaries can fill it out online.

· Two district wide mailings per year are included in the 2010-2011 budget.  The first would be in August and would include information on membership/donation button on website/a paragraph from each PTA unit President.  Presidents can get their submission to Judi now.  Mailing might be made into a brochure.  
· Judi thanked everyone for all the work they do throughout the year and presented gifts to all.
IV. Treasurer’s Report

Linda Graffitti.

· Checking account balance = $5,835.90 in bank account.
· Tested NY Charities, which charges a 3% flat fee, and it worked.

· Audit Committee needs to be formed.  All 5 PTA units need to be done.  The meeting takes about 3 hours and it can be done in early September.  Judi Callan and Becky Williams volunteered to help.

V. Budget Approval
 The 2010-2011 budget was approved.
VI. Election of Officers

Debbie Aidala presented the nominated officers as follows:

President:  Judi Callan

Vice President:  Becky Williams

Treasurer:  Jessica Goldberg

Recording Secretary:  Colleen Olifiers

Corresponding Secretary:  Kim Moros

There were no additional nominations from the floor and the slate of officers for the 2010-2011 school year was approved.
VII. Committee Reports

Fundraising.
Linda Graffitti.

· Flea Market currently has 28 spots rented, mostly to crafters.  The money raised will be split between SHS and SMS.  Erika Sherman will begin putting up signs today.  It was suggested to advertise on the town website and on the Reis Park Bulletin boards.
· SIS and Primrose will use Innisbrook.  SHS and SMS will sell a local business coupon book.
Judi Callan.

· Shop to Earn has made about $250.  Need to work harder on getting the word out.
Bus Driver Appreciation  Angela Welsh
· Event was a great success.  The same amount of money was donated as last year.  There was plenty of food.  Less gift baskets were donated.  There were about 20 less drivers than expected because of charter trips.
Green  Helen Brady
· About 40 families participated in the town clean up with about 250 bags given out.

· SIS has no Green Committee chairperson for next year so far.  At SIS they are close to approval for greenhouse.

· Primrose has a new chairperson for next year.

· SMS chair for next year is Abi Hodes.

· The Klean Kanteens are on backorder.
· Thinks that paper is necessary for fundraising.

VIII. Presidents’ Reports:

Primrose - Kristen Iorizzo and Becky Williams
· Kindergarten bus ride is next Wednesday.
· Family night at Kiwi scheduled for June 4th. Will run buses, or it is $10 to park your car.
· Red Grammar was in.
· The second grade will get t-shirts.
· Their Executive Board breakfast will be on June 7th with both old and new chairpersons invited.
SIS – Susan Taylor and Kathy Cucchiarella

· John Griffiths introduced a new plan for SIS for next year.
· Hands On Science Night was great and they have received great feedback.  Sent out Survey Monkey to participants.  100 email addresses/10 questions for free.

· Field days are coming up.

· 5th grade t-shirts and breakfast are coming up.

· Authors Day was successful.

· Trail Day was in April.  Will work with Boy Scouts to get trail projects done.

· Tomorrow is last executive board meeting and they will have a breakfast.  At breakfast they will honor Cathy DeMartis and Maddy Manzella.

· School nurse interviews are tomorrow at 10am.

SMS – Julie Gorecki and Kim Moros
· 8th grade BBQ email went out.
· Susette and Laura Sweig are working on a follow-up to NY Finest Speakers.  Jeff Sampson and Laura Sweig will teach hands-on solutions and parental controls for computer.  All information from presentation will be available on the website.  No children will be allowed to attend.
· Rachel’s Challenge will be on Oct. 6th.  6th graders will be attending this year.
· The 8th grade dance location was changed.  The 8th grade trip was cancelled.
· There will be no specific titles required for summer reading.
· The SMS PTA will do a book dedication for Gerrie Paige, and will purchase a gift in her honor.  It will be a tree, or bench or something similar to be placed on SMS grounds.
· Their Executive Board lunch will be on June 17th at Traditions.
SHS – Debbie Aidala and Linda Morgante
· The Education Committee has arranged a fundraising book fair at Borders in Mt. Kisco and Borders.com.
· They have planted flowers at SHS.
· Officer Todd Williams’ position doesn’t look good.  They are looking into cost of a security guard.
· Driver Safety Night is Wednesday night.
· Senior trip is on June 4th to Dorney Park.
· Are awarding five $1,000 senior scholarships.
· Senior Prom is June 10th.
· Graduation is June 22nd.
· Meditation Garden is almost complete.
Linda Graffitti presented a gift to Judi Callan on behalf of the Council.
IX. Adjournment – Meeting adjourned at 10:47 a.m. 
Next meeting: TBD
Respectfully submitted: Gayle Mottola, Corresponding Secretary
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